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Readers Competition 
WINNER!!!! 
 I will have to give this one to LEUT Ikimau from HMAS 
COONAWARRA Medical Centre mainly because of the 
amount of thought he put into the answer even though 7 
words was sufficient. (Prize is in the mail).

“I will have a punt at this months, though the question is 
slightly ambiguous noting that the USN had several units 
in the AO prior to the arrival of the USNS Mercy, which is 
not a USN flagged ship but rather a USNS flagged ship that 
belongs to the Strategic Sealift Command  as opposed to 
the USN. 

So if I were to answer your question it would be the USS 
Thach which had just left Darwin after completing a port visit 
in company with an Arliegh Burke DDG (Cannot remember 
the name, though, with research, I am sure that I can get it!!) 
and they did not utilise a telemedicine system. 

Now to answer the question in the 
spirit of the competition, The USNS 
Mercy was the first USN ship to provide 
medical assistance and it utilised 
the ‘Challenge Athena’ Telemedicine 
System (E-Health Bulletin Feb 09), 
though still a capable system by all 
accounts”! 

The answer is USNS Mercy utilizing 
Challenge Athena Telemedicine 
System.

This Month’s  
Readers Competition

The reader’s competition for this 
month is for the person who sends 
in what they think is the most 
amazing development in health 
IT they have seen. Such as a 
non invasive personal monitoring 
or tracking device, lightweight 
scanner, digital imaging, anything 
etc. I will list all of them in the next 
Bulletin unless there is too many 
and who the winner is.  

Australian e-health recommended as ‘top priority’ in 2009-10 fiscal budget
The Australian Medical Association (AMA) has made e-health one of its top priorities in its 2009-
10 federal budget, calling on nearly 15 percent of its $6.3 billion [USD] Health and Hospitals Fund 
to be used toward information technology and rural healthcare-related grants and training. 
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Telemedicine becomes important to serve rural 
communities around the world where people may not have 
access to quality health care usually available in cities.  
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to adopt almost all of Garling’s recommendations, but has yet to announce funding for the various projects. 

http://www.australianit.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25299889-15306,00.html

Australia’s ‘archaic’ health system needs reform to encourage health IT adoption. 

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/...

E-health incentive plan receives unhappy reaction from Australian software suppliers

http://www.6minutes.com.au/articles/z1/view.asp?id=473979

Mental illness treatment, telemedicine work well together, researchers note
Telemedicine is becoming an effective tool in helping physicians treat mental illness, according to 
researchers at the Schizophrenia Research Foundation (SCARF) in Chennai, India. Volunteers 
with SCARF began a tele-psychiatric facility four years ago after a study showed that nearly 
80 percent of chronic mentally challenged patients in rural areas were not treated for their 
diseases, according to Dr. R. Thara, SCARF director. “Initially, we began the project to cater 
to tsunami-affected zones like Nagapattinam and Cuddalore,” Thara said. “We knew several 
people there would require treatment and it was difficult to send doctors from here every week. 
Thus began our telemedicine facility.” The program works well because psychiatry, unlike other 
forms of medicine, does not require the doctor to touch or feel the patient, she added. So far, 
more than 800 people have benefited from the facility. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Chennai/...

World Health Organization’s ‘eHealth Intelligence Report’ finally goes online
The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched an online “eHealth Intelligence Report 
(eHIR)” after a four-year delay. The biweekly report, available at www.who.int/goe/ehir/en/ , 
offers coverage of e-health events worldwide and world opinions on e-health. In 2005, WHO 
began distributing an e-mail version of its eHIR to interested shareholders as part of the eHealth 
Resolution passed that year. 

http://www.ehealthnews.eu/content/view/1525/27/ and http://www.who.int/goe/ehir/en/

Latest pilot projects move Australian EHR system a step closer to reality 

Australia’s National E-Health Transition Authority (NEHTA) plans to have two pilot projects 
underway by the end of this year to test the usefulness of various components to its planned 
individual electronic health records (EHR) system. According to NEHTA Clinical Leader Dr. 
Mukesh Haikerwal, the group’s pilot efforts will examine EHR e-pathology, e-prescribing, and 
referral and discharge elements. If successful, universal health identifiers (UHIs) for patients 
and health professionals will be a major step closer to reality. “[UHIs] need to be ready to be 
rolled out, but we still need legislation and other governmental interventions to make sure those 
things are legislated for,” Haikerwal said. Future “fact-finding” pilots will determine important 
alliances for e-health, he added. 

http://www.6minutes.com.au/articles/z1/view.asp?id=469811

National News .. .. continued from page 1

E-health becoming a silent success in New South Wales, expansion planned
The New South Wales Department of Health has quietly become one of Australia’s success 
stories when it comes to implementation of e-health programs, with plans being made to 
establish the programs state-wide over the next few months. The region’s electronic medical 
record (EMR) system was first established at St. George Hospital in South Eastern Sydney 
in October 2008, involving 2,300 clinicians across its emergency department and various 
medical wards, and more than 300 outpatient clinics, according to Bryn Evan, chief executive 
of healthcare provider Ascribe. The system is next up for introduction to the Illawarra Area 
Health Service and its 1.3 million members by May, followed by the Northern Coast Area 
Health Service. “Adoption of an EMR on this scale is the most groundbreaking IT project 
undertaken in Australian healthcare,” Evan said. “It is the first step in a journey to provide 
electronic information that better supports clinicians and brings improved care to patients.”

 http://www.networkworld.com/news/... 
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http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2d167276640c7e731678&ls=fdf913727362017875157376&m=ff281776736c&l=fe62157577620c7f7511&s=fdf515747061027e77107976&jb=ffcf14&t=
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http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2816727662027f7d1c72&ls=fdf913727362017875157376&m=ff281776736c&l=fe62157577620c7f7511&s=fdf515747061027e77107976&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2916727662027f7d1c71&ls=fdf913727362017875157376&m=ff281776736c&l=fe62157577620c7f7511&s=fdf515747061027e77107976&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2716727662027f7d1c73&ls=fdf913727362017875157376&m=ff281776736c&l=fe62157577620c7f7511&s=fdf515747061027e77107976&jb=ffcf14&t=
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http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2216727062027e761d79&ls=fde61279726c037a71117475&m=ff281776736c&l=fe631575766204747615&s=fe0b15717067047f71167174&jb=ffcf14&t=
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DoD, VA establish new group to oversee creation of joint 
e-health records service 

The departments of Defence and Veterans Affairs have 
created a work group to establish a joint electronic health 
and benefits record for service members, veterans and their 
families, according to the DoD/VA Interagency Program Office. 
According to Rear Adm. Gregory Timberlake, the new group’s 
objective is to “explore making a lifetime longitudinal virtual 
electronic record for service members, veterans, and their 
beneficiaries.” The idea, Timberlake said, is to create a record 
that will cover everything from the accession of the service 
member, to an application at the Veterans Cemetery Authority. 
Timberlake will chair the working group. The new record will 
build on the two departments’ two-year effort to make their EHR 
systems interoperable, he said. Although the two departments 
are incrementally building the health information technology 
project, the EHR will have what clinicians need to treat patients 
by its deadline at the end of fiscal 2009, Timberlake added. 

http://govhealthit.com/articles/2009/03/27/... and  
http://fcw.com/articles/2009/03/27/va-dod-health-record.aspx 

VA, DOD to receive, use joint ‘Virtual Lifetime Electronic 
Record’ system administrative and medical information from 
the day they first enlist ....... 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/... and  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/...

Scotland health service rolls out chronic care telemedicine 
program

http://www.allmediascotland.com/...

World market for telemedicine projected to reach $18 
billion by 2015

http://www.medicexchange.com/Health-Informatics/... 

Telehealth still has a lot to offer the industry, says the 
‘Father of Telemedicine’

http://www.starbulletin.com/news/20090330_digital_doctors.
html

I had a very pleasant surprise arrive in the mail with a 
United States Navy and Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal front up. I identified three main tasks as priorities 
whilst in America on exchange and they were the 100% 
security of the USN digital radiology system worldwide, the 
accelerated rollout of the new generation of teleradiology 
servers to 29 aircraft carriers and amphibious ships, and a 
USN wide central data repository for digital dental images. 
It seems that having the extra 6 months allowed my team at 
the Navy Telemedicine Business Office to complete these 
tasks. I will also add that they were experts at making me 
look good, and for that I will always be grateful. 

My sincerest thanks to all my team.

- Links for further reading.

LCDR Pullman with his wife Annette

A pleasant surprise for the Editor

Philippine government allocates $2.1 million for islands-
wide telehealth system

http://www.pia.gov.ph/?m=12&r=&y=&mo=&fi=p090325.
htm&no=84 
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