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Australian Acute Care Health ICT research: CHIK  	
Services’ Australian e-Health Market Study: Acute Care 
2004-2010 Now Available.

This extensive research report is now available for 
purchase from CHIK Services.  
Contact John Glass john.glass@chik.com.au for 
details.

Your cell phone could soon ID your illness via a cough

Scientists in Australia and the United States are 
developing a mobile phone application to diagnose 
certain respiratory conditions based on a user’s cough. 
The Bedford, MA-based research group STAR Analytical 
Services plans to create a program where users merely 
cough into their phone for a symptom evaluation. 
According to lead researcher Dr. Suzanne Smith, the 
application would compare the cough with a pre-
recorded database of coughs from people with various 
respiratory diseases. The program then could provide 
information about whether the cough likely was caused 
by a bacterial or viral infection. The Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation has pledged $100,000 in financial 
support for the research as part of its “Grand Challenges 
Explorations” initiative, which provided 76 health 
improvement grants to 16 countries on five continents. 
http://www.staranalyticalservices.com/images/...
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Welcome to this year’s “Special Bumper Christmas Edition” of the e-Health Bulletin. May your 
Christmas be filled with joy and happiness and best wishes for now and the coming year.  I would like 
to take this opportunity to recap the progress that has been made over the past year in e-Health as a 

number of projects and initiatives have been completed and some others will significantly enhance and influence 
the way research of the ADF and veterans’ health is conducted for many years to come.

	 Longitudinal Health Surveillance Program (LHSP). This new program is intended to capture health data 
for Defence personnel from time of entry throughout their entire service life and beyond into the DVA system 
until death. This will be supported by the Research Data Management System and is intended to link with the 
ADF’s Electronic Health Record (JEHDI). The e-Health unit has written a Project Brief which was presented to 
the CMVH board on 26 November. This follows the Proposal that was presented in August 2009 with support 
from DVA, Defence and CMVH to commence planning for this new program.

* 	 Research Data Management System (RDMS). CMVH has extensively reviewed commercial off the shelf 
research data management systems to enable CMVH to collect, store and analyze data collected from 
previous studies, current and future studies. This is integral to the development of the LHSP and ultimately 
the potential to link in with the ADF’s electronic health record. 

* 	 Telecounselling. The Directorate of Mental Health in Defence has expressed interest in exploring the area of 
telecounselling. On the strength of growing interest in the application of electronic modes of service delivery 
for mental health and wellbeing on the part of our stakeholder organisations and, more broadly, in Australia 
and internationally, the e-Health section has commenced background research in the area. The literature is 
presently being reviewed in order to determine the efficacy of electronically delivered treatment services 
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